Tarbock Road, Huyton L36 5XW

Transition Booklet
Information for Parents/Carers

Meet the Staff….

Teacher
Mrs Kelly

Teaching Assistant
Ms Martin

Transition Planning
At Blacklow Brow, we pride ourselves on delivering a fun and balanced
curriculum for all our pupils that develops their skills and confidence in
preparation for the transition in to each year group.
A smooth transition between the year groups is extremely important to us and
we will do everything we can to ensure that your child feels happy and settled,
ready to start the new term with their friends in their new class.
Week commencing 5th July 2021, is what we refer to as ‘Transition Week’.
This is where the children will spend the day in their new classes with their new
teacher and teaching assistant. Staff will also meet to discuss individual needs
of students and their attainment data, prior to this date.
Wednesday 7th July 2021 is Transition Day and a timetable of activities will
take place in school as follows:
Activities

Details

Orientation

Introduction to the staff, classroom layout, equipment,
playground etc. Class timetable.

Class Charter & School Behaviour
System

PSHE and behaviour theme. Children decide and write their
class rules for September. Children sign the Charter.

All About Me

A structured piece of writing for the children to tell the
teacher about their interests, likes, dislikes, strengths and
what they’d like to improve.

Aspirations

The children set themselves challenges and targets for the
year ahead.

Art

Children create art work for a display to welcome them into
their new class in September.

Allocation of Teaching Time

English includes; guided reading/reciprocal reading, grammar, writing
and spoken language.
Basic skills incorporates maths and English and is held at the start and
end of the day for a total of 30mins.
Collective worship takes place daily.

The School Day

Y2 Curriculum - Autumn

What is Phonics and how does it work?
At Blacklow Brow we use a phonics programme called Read Write Inc
to help get children off to a flying start with their phonics. Phonics
teaches children to read accurately and fluently with good
comprehension. They learn to form each letter, spell correctly and
compose their ideas step-by-step. This approach has been shown to
provide a quick and efficient way for most children to learn to read words
effortlessly, so they can put all their energy into comprehending what
they read. The children are assessed regularly and grouped according
to their ability.

Learning to Read…
Key Stage 1
Every Day (25mins-30mins)
At Blacklow Brow we have adopted a very structured approach to reading in classes
from Year 1 to Year 6. Guided reading is a strategy we use to develop reading skills
and extend understanding of the text the children have read.
We have implemented a whole class reading approach focusing on Reading
VIPERS. What are Vipers?
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as part of the UK’s
reading curriculum. They are the key areas which we feel children need to know and
understand in order to improve their comprehension of texts.
Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Sequence or Summarise
The 6 domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading and not the
mechanics: decoding, fluency, prosody etc. As such, VIPERS is not a reading
scheme but rather a method of ensuring that teachers ask, and students are familiar
with, a range of questions. They allow the teacher to track the type of questions
asked and the children’s responses to these which allows for targeted questioning
afterwards.
Below is an example of KS1 Guided Reading timetable across the week.

Transition Timetable
Transition T

Week 1 (07.06.21-11.06.21)

Week 3 (21.06.21 -25.06.21)

Week 2 (14.06.21-18.06.21)

• Internal moderation of Y2 and Y6 writing starts.
• Staff transition documents are completed.
• Pupil Progress Meetings

• EYFS transition begins.

• Welcome meetings for new starters (EYFS)

•
•
•
•

Year group assessments begin Y1-Y6.
Y4 Multiplication check takes place.
Y1 Phonics screening takes place.
Staff transition meetings take place.

Week 4 (28.06.21-02.07.21)
•
•
•
•
•

Submit KS1 Teacher Assessment internally.
Submit Phonics Screening Check data internally.
Submit KS2 data internally.
Submit EYFS data internally.
Data collection, moderation & analysis begins.

Week 6 (12.07.21-16.07.21)

Week 5 (05.07.21-09.07.21)
• Transition
• Y6 / Y7 school transition meetings
• Y6 children attend Secondary (awaiting further
guidance)
• Moving Up Day
• Visits to Nursery settings (EYFS)

•
•
•

Pupil reports to parents
Parents’ Evening
EYFS & Y6 Celebration Assembly

Week 7 (19.07.21 -20.07.21)
•
•

School Closes for summer on Tues 20th
July.
School re-opens to pupils on Thursday
2nd Sept for the new academic year.

Assessing Learning
Deeper learning is the delivery of rich core content to children in innovative
ways that allows them to learn and then apply what they have learnt. At
Blacklow Brow enable deeper learning by:
•

Mastering the content of lessons. This is done by linking work with prior
knowledge, rooting work in real life problems and linking concepts by
mapping facts.
Thinking critically and solving complex problems.
Working collaboratively.
Communicating effectively.
Encouraging pupils to initiate their own learning and reflect on their own
progress and turn setbacks into opportunities for growth.
Developing persistence and resilience.

•
•
•
•
•

DEEPER LEARNING – MAPPING ATTAINMENT
A small group of children will be classified in this
section

The vast majority of children will be
working in one of these inline
bands whilst in a particular National
curriculum Year of Study
Below
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Assessment
Teachers formally assess children in the 2nd half of each term using the
following assessment materials:
Autumn Term 2
NTS tests
Phonics Screening check
Mock SATs Practice
Tests Y2 & Y6

Spring Term 2
NTS tests
Phonics Screening check
Mock SATs Practice
Tests Y2 & Y6

Summer Term 2
NTS tests
Phonics Screening check
Mock SATs Practice
Tests Y2 & Y6

Reports on pupil progress are shared with parents at the end of each
assessment window. The reports to parents will show the objects that
children have been taught and the extent to which they have understood
them (see the example below showing the reporting of objectives
covered and your child’s understanding )

Key
Purple = Mastered Green = Achieved Amber = Some Understanding Red = Not achieved Grey = Not taught yet

Testing and Reporting
The children in Year 1 to Year 6 take part in SWST (Single Word
Spelling Test) assessments and either NTS tests or practice SATs tests
depending on the year group. The results from these tests provide staff
with valuable information to Teachers carefully plan teaching and
learning. These assessment tools allow staff to tailor the curriculum and
develop interventions to support and challenge those children with low
reading/spelling ages and low maths scores. It also allows staff to
develop teaching strategies to challenge those children with high scores
so they can continue to achieve a high standard.

This will be repeated for the Spring and Summer Term also.

How can you help your child at home?
Reading
• Reading with your child is vital. Research shows that it’s
the single most important thing you can do to help your
child’s education.
• Think of ways to make reading fun – you want your child
to learn how pleasurable books can be. If you’re both
enjoying talking about the content of a particular page,
linger over it for as long as you like.
• Schedule a regular time for reading – perhaps when you
get home from school or just before bed.
• Look for books on topics that you know your child is
interested in – maybe dragons, insects, cookery or a
certain sport.
• Make sure that your children’s books are easily accessible
in different rooms around your house.
Maths
• Try to make maths as much fun as possible – games,
puzzles and jigsaws are a great way to start.
• It is also important to show how we use maths skills in our
everyday lives and to involve your child in this.
• Point out the different shapes to be found around your
home.
• Take your child shopping and talk about the quantities of
anything you buy.
• Let your child handle money and work out how much
things cost.
• Look together for numbers on street signs and car
registration plates.

Tips for good Homework Habits
• Find a quiet place at home to use as a homework area. It
needs to have a flat surface, a good light source and the right
equipment, eg, pen, pencil, ruler, scissors, glue etc.
• Be aware of modern teaching methods, eg, long division.
• Plan a homework timetable and agree on when your child will
do their homework.
• Allow your child to have something nutritional to eat before
starting on homework.
• Discuss any homework tasks with your child and how it
connects with what they are studying at school.
• Turn off the TV – but you could have music on in the
background if they find it helpful.
• Don’t give your child the answer in order to get a task finished.
Instead, explain how to look up information or find a word in
the dictionary.
• Don’t teach your child methods you used at school as this may
confuse them.
• Don’t let homework become a chore. Keep it fun and make it
a special time that you both look forward to.
Home Reading
Reading at home should be done daily and is a critical part of a
child’s development. Please encourage your child to read a range
of books so that they can apply the skills they have learnt in school.
Parents can help by questioning the children on what they have
read and should encourage their children to read both fiction and
non-fiction in order to enhance their learning experience.

Other Useful information:
Year 2 Reading List:

Blacklow Brow School Term Dates

If you require any further information in relation to transition at
BlacklowBrow Primary School, please contact Mr D Kenny,
Executive Headteacher, on 0151 477 8010
Email: office@blacklowbrowschool.co.uk

